THE  AUTHORITY   OF   SCIENCE
not to say impossible, to separate the political thought from
the general philosophy to which Comte gave the name of
Positivism. We have already come across that term when
studying Saint-Simon, and need only quote now John Stuart
Mill's definition, in a letter to Comte himself,1" the substitution
of the scientific for the religious point of view, and the applica-
tion of the philosophical method to social studies.'' It implied,
in other words, the negation of the conception of revelation in
religion, of the a priori in politics, together with the belief that
the investigation of the phenomena not only of physical but
also of human nature could lead ultimately to the discovery
and formulation of laws governing both the physical universe
and individual relationships.2
Comte boasted that he really invented both the idea of the
science of social relationship and the term of Sociology. He
may have been, as we shall see later, less strictly original than
he claimed to be, but the very claim indicates at least what
Comte conceived his mission to have been—the introduction
of an entirely new method in the study of politics and society.
u No more empiricism," he exclaimed, " no more a priori
reasoning. In political philosophy there can be no order or
agreement save by fastening social phenomena, just as all other
phenomena; down to unchanging natural laws, the sum-total
of which traces for every epoch, free from any possible un-
certainty, the essential limits and nature of political action."3
But why this need for a new method? We touch here upon
one of the many subjective non-scientific aspects of Comte's
system. His rejection of the a -priori was, as it is often, but the
rejection of the a -priori of other people in favour of his own.
It was not scientific investigation that led him to a criticism
of hitherto accepted political conceptions, but his rejection of
those conceptions that led him to seek in new methods an
1	Letter of 2nd January 1846, quoted in Levy-Bruhl's Lettres de Comte a
J. B. Mill.
2	" The aim of Comte was to construct a system in which nothing would
be arbitrary but everything determined  by a few closely connected laws,
proved by the concurrent application of deduction and induction " (Flint,
Philosophy of History, p. 589).
3	Politique positive, Book IV.
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